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FOLLOWING A RELATIVELY WEAK EARTHQUAKE, A YOUNG GOATHERD DISCOVERED INSIDE, IN ADDITION TO SOME 
THE RUINS OF A FIFTH-CENTURY CHRISTIAN CHAPEL ON THE MAN/ PENINSULA, MARVELLOUS FRESCOES, WAS A 
THE SOUTHERNMOST PART OF THE PELOPONNESE. MANUSCRIPT FROM ONE NICODEMUS. 
WRITTEN IN ARAMAIC ON LEATHER 
SCROLLS, IT TOLD THE STORY OF A 
SMALL CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION’S 
FLIGHT AFTER THE BURNING OF 
ROME_IN 64 AD, AND OF HOW 
ITS MEMBERS SETTLED ON ONE 
OF THE GREEK /SLANDS. 


THERE WAS ALSO, WITHIN A LEAD RELIQUARY, SE Ee 
A SILVER COIN BEARING THE PORTRAIT OF RENEGADE APOSTLES 
EMPEROR T/BERIUS. ACCORDING TO NICObEMUS'S 


ATTEMPT TO COMMIT 
WRITINGS, IT WAS ONE OF THE 30 DENARI/ SUICIDE HAD FAILED AND, 


GIVEN TO JUDAS ISCARIOT BY THE PRIESTS AFTER WANDERING FOR A 
OF THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON FOR HANDING LONG TIME, HE HAD COME 
YESUS OVER TO THE ROMANS. TO SPEND HIS LAST DAYS 

AMONG NICODEMUS ’S 
COMMUNITY. HE WAS THEN 
BURIED IN AN UNKNOWN 

LOCATION WITH H/S 

REMAINING 29 PIECES 

OF SILVER. 


> am 


DR MARKOPOULOS, CHIEF CURATOR OF THE NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM 
OF ATHENS, AND HIS ASSISTANT AND N/ECE ELEN, CALLED UPON PHILIP MORT/MER- 
WHOSE REPUTATION AS AN AMATEUR ARCHAEOLOGIST EXTENDS WELL BEYOND 
THE BORDERS OF GREAT-BRITAIN-TO HELP THEM SOLVE THE MYSTERY. 


yy 


BUT OLRIK WAS ALREADY FAR AWAY, SAILING VON STAHL’S GOAL WAS TO BE THE 
THE ATLANTIC ON BOARD THE ARAX. F/RST TO FIND JUDAS’S GRAVE AND 

THE YACHT BELONGED TO BELOS BELUKIAN, TAKE THE 30 PIECES OF SILVER FOR 

A FABULOUSLY WEALTHY ARMENIAN BUSINESS- HIMSELF. HE BELIEVED THEY WERE 


MEANWHILE, IN THE UNITED STATES, 

A MYSTERIOUS HELICOPTER-BORNE. 
COMMANDO GROUP BROKE “COLONEL” 
OLRIK OUT OF THE PENITENTIARY WHERE 
HE’D BEEN SERVING HIS TIME SINCE THE 


MAN WHO'D HAD OLRIK FREED IN ORDER TO FILLED WITH AN EV/L POWER THAT 
CATT a MEL ee ele ac He RECRUIT HIM. BELUKIAN WAS, IN PACT, COUNT WOULD ALLOW HIM TO RULE. OVER THE 
FRANCIS BLAKE, COMMANDER OF MIS, RAINER VON STAHL, A FORMER SS OFFICER P WORLD. DESPITE A CERTAIN SCEPTICISM, 
was REQUESTED BY H/S OLD FRIEND WHO VAN/SHED DURING THE COLLAPSE OF OLRIK AGREED TO ENTER H/S SERVICE, 


NAZ/ GERMANY IN 4945—AFTER APPROPRIATING AS MUCH OUT OF GREED AS BECAUSE 
THE NAZI WAR TREASURE THAT ADOLF HITLER THE PROSPECT OF ONCE AGAIN FAC- 
HAD ORDERED HIM TO HIDE IN AUSTRIA. ING HIS OLD ENEMY MORTIMER 


APPEALED TO HIM. 
aa 5p ey 
ys! 


JOHN CALLOWAY, HEAD OF THE FBI'S 
OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT /N WASHINGTON. 


*SEE THE STRANGE ENCOUNTER. 


AFTER ESCAPING A KILLER IN ATHENS SENT BY VON 


L) STAHL, MORTIMER TRAVELLED TO THE MAN/ PEN/NSULA 


WITH ELEN/ AND HER AMERICAN FIANCE JIM RADCLIFF, 
A REPORTER WITH THE PHILADELPHIA CHRONICLE, 
THE NEWSPAPER THAT WAS FUNDING THEIR RESEARCH 
IN EXCHANGE FOR AN EXCLUSIVE ON THE STORY. 


SUSPICIONS THAT WOULD TURN OUT TO BE 
CORRECT, OLRIK, DISGUISED AS_A PRIEST, WAS . 
FIRST TO GET H/S_ HANDS ON THE PRECIOUS | 
LEATHER SCROLL, BUT MORTIMER EVENTUALLY 
RECOVERED IT AFTER A MAD CHASE. THE 
PROFESSOR THEN QUICKLY CABLED BLAKE TO 
LET H/M KNOW THAT OLRIK WAS IN GREECE. iB 


THEIR FIRST OBJECTIVE WAS TO FIND THE MISSING PART 
OF NICODEMUS’S MANUSCRIPT, WHICH WOULD GIVE THEM THE 
NAME OF THE ISLAND ON WHICH THE LITTLE COMMUNITY HAD 
FOUND REFUGE. MORTIMER SUSPECTED THE YOUNG GOATHERD 
OF KEEPING IT IN THE HOPES OF SELLING IT TO A COLLECTOR. 


ae 
Ki 
SN G<GiR 
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mLEmne 
One 


THE TRIO ACCEPTED, THUS UNKNOWINGLY 
THROWING THEMSELVES /NTO THE LION'S 
DEN. AND WHILE ELEN/ AND JIM WERE 
DRUGGED AND NEUTRALISED, MORTIMER 
FOUND HIMSELF A PRISONER IN THE 

COMPANY OF DR MARKOPOULOS, 

KIDNAPPED IN ATHENS BY THE GOONS OF 

THE FORMER SS STANDARTENFUHRER. 


TAM )) 
oS 


OUR FRIENDS NOW KNEW THE NAME OF THE ISLAND THAT HOUSED g 
THE CAVE NICODEMUS’S CHRISTIAN GROUP HAD USED AS SHELTER: 


SYREN/OS, IN THE SEA OF CRETE. VON STAHL, AS BELUK/IAN-THE 


= 


ny 


HAVING MANAGED TO CUT HIS BONDS 
AND LEAVE THE CABIN, THE PROFESSOR 
ATTEMPTED TO LEAVE THE ARAX ABOARD 

A SMALL INFLATABLE LIFEBOAT. 


BUT OLRIK, HIS. MACHIAVELLIAN M/ND 
HAVING FORESEEN H/S OLD NEMES/S’ 
ATTEMPT, HAD REMOVED THE OARS AND 


Away from all sea lanes as 
we are, you won? /ast /ong, 
Mortimer. Give my best to 


Poseidon! Ha! Ha! Ha! 


AFTER THE NIGHT, AN INTERM/INABLE DAY HAS 
GONE BY. NOT ONE SHIP, NOT EVEN THE TIN/EST 
RAFT, HAS APPEARED ON THE HORIZON. 


.. AND A SECOND DAY UNDER 
A SCORCHING SUN. H/S LIPS 
CRACKED, TORMENTED BY AN 
UNBEARABLE TH/RST, MORTIMER 
FEELS HOPE SEEPING AWAY 
FROM HIM. 


That cursed O/rik was 
right: | won't make it 
another day. 


A seaplane!! How can | make it 
see me in this endless blue?! 


Smoke! | must make smoke! M; 
shirt, my jacket... It cheulet 4 At last!!... 
work! 4 j 

= — — 5 


Come on, for 
the love of bod, 
catch! Catch’... 


HEY!... HEY!... 
OVER HERE}... 


This time, Philip, old boy, it reals 
Js the end. All | can clo now Is... 


NO, THEY’RE COMING BACK!! 
THANK GOODNESS, THEY 
SAW ME!! 


=a 
Hello, Philip! | say, old chap, what a 
nove/ way to trave/! 


2 I’m glad to = But, by what miracle?... 
4 Don?t drink too fast, old boy. i see you safe 

You’// choke. | suppose you recognise the and sound, There’ no miracle, Philip. 
remember John Calloway and H /ovely nalad, who Professor. Just the lucky break of 
his cleputy, Jessie Wingo? saved my life*! J) 1 Aaving spotted you. Were 
: / 5 =e fo/lowing the trail of one 
Belos Belukian, whose 
yacht was sighted in Greek 

waters by our agents. 


AND WHILE THE SEAPLANE FLIES ON, MORTIMER RECOUNTS HIS TRIALS 
eee se ee See i je AND TRIBULATIONS TO HIS COMPANIONS, WHO LISTEN INTENTLY. 


Jacksonville penitentiary. 
Which your telegram informing me of 
Olrik’s presence in the Peloponnese 
seems to confirm. 


, ‘ Be careful. Besides O/rik 
opie and ea prisoners, 
Belukian will \ Belukian also has half 
answer for it to @ dozen heavily-armed 
the American men on board. 


Justice system. 


Sa 


We suspected as much, As you can see, we clidnt 4 Rr ThaEB) hax noiecdbonculsdee As you probably know, Philip, 
cee US territory. Phere are elite commandos, rosie sibel mehig se 
———— q 1 al MI6 agents. since the end of the civil war in 

af Your men, Calloway? po ge my ec iaagues at M/E 
| : ent me ‘s 
S | an ‘cae » Catalina sea- 
N =, plane and the 
| h\<\ . help of one - 
\ Mh ig ‘ } : of their ¥ 


Oo @)< 
O 
=a 


shock teams. 


*SEE THE STRANGE ENCOUNTER. 
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AND WHILE” 

THE MEN OF 

THE ASSAULT 
TEAM GET 
READY... 


/ Syrenios is in sight, Captain. ea There! The Arax! 
IN\ ag {i mt | mms 6 
) oe EEN ISD 


Perfect. Take us higher. No 
need to spook our guarry, 
should it be here. 


We'// touch clown a few 
miles away, out of sight 
of the yacht. There, we'// 
wait for night to fal/ 
completely. 


It's precisely such evidence that we 
must find on the Arex. So, this is a 
secret and completely i/legal o ereticy 


such as intelligence services 
over undertake. 


Too complicated. Too slow. Besides, 
we have no evidence of Belukian’s 


guilt. 


AND, AFTER A FEW HOURS OF WAITING... 
| clon like seeing Francis taking 
Jessie, stay here with the professor and the part inti his kind of mission. Hes no 
The night's too bright, but we Hots. As soon as we're done, we'll call you by /onger in the condition these 
have i ttle choice. So be it— walkre-talkie so you can come and pick us up. young lads are. 
inflate the dinghies! 7 
: | Neither i's John. But 
: / suppose they miss 
the action. 


Don’t worry, John. Th 
trained for this sort of 


fortunately, Belukian had the good 


idea of anchoring his yacht on the 


other side of the island from the 
only village. It’ be more discreet. 


AFTER AN HOUR 
OF SUSTAINED 
EFFORTS, THE 

TWO INFLATABLE 

RAFTS GLIDE. 
SILENTLY PAST 
THE LITTLE 
VILLAGE OF 
SYREN/OS, 
NESTLED AT 
THE FOOT OF 
AN ARID HILL. 


SESSA HE SS SS 
There are no lights. And | dont see anyone on dleck. 


| guess they have no reason to be worried. 


EXPLORING EVERY ROOM, 
a EVERY CABIN. 


ime.. 


, 
XK 


Now those blasted 
Englishmen wil/ learn 
the cost of trying to 
come after me. 


BY) 


Aes 


(| 


Jessie... Jessie... Come in! , : 5 Order the pilot to come 
oun pana E We've searched everywhere. aie 
; ii There isn% 2 sou/ on this Pp iP: 


lin here, ohn. o ship. | just clon? get it. 
_— 5 ; /t has to be 2 trap. 
{ d Tell him to get off 
that yacht right 


You might be right. We he evacuating. 


Either they went ashore with 
their hostages... 


Youe a monster! 


No, my dear. |’m a 
warrior. And I like 
to point out that / 
clint make the first 
aggressive move. 


An expensive tactic, Colonel, but 
we're well rid of those unwelcome 


TODO I VN 


But cont worry. Their friends will 
soon be rescuing the survivors... 


should there be any. 


THE MAN! AIM FOR THE MAN! 


fo 


Don't worry about me, 
darling. Run! Try to find 
shelter in the village. 


BEFORE OLRIK AN: 


That's what you get for pointless heroics, Radcliff. 
As for your girlfriend, you know full well she doesnt 
have a hope of escaping us. 


HEY! OVER HERE: 


three of them seriously. We have to get back to 
| don? know. | heard 


Athens right away. 
Blake shout before ZL 
Jumping into the 
water; then there 
was the explosion. 
The professor was 
right: We walked into 
that trap /rke a 
bunch of rookies. 


John, what happened? : x : These two are dead. A// the others are wounded, 


He must have gone 
under, sucked in by 
the whirlpoo/ caused ff 
by the yacht’ sinking. 


/ clon*t know. 
No one’s seen F 
him since the 
exp/osion. 


Youre still a bit 
weak, Professor. 
11! go with you. 


The devil! That blasted Mortimer BLAKE!... 


survived agata! py in ANE ANSWER ME, A very moving scene, dont you think? 


But the show isnt over yet. Second 


Delighted to hear it, dear fellow. target, Herr Kapitan! 


if A ( BIN 


1/11 give them another 10 minutes, 
anc then we take off. My wounded W 


/t cannot be. Blake can’t § i 
cant wait. 


just disappear like this, 
after surviving so many 

angers. | refuse to believe 
it. Lets keep looking. 


We be not waiting for the — 

= Lets go, Shut up! | have every 

prods fates and 
nt. Blake Is pro. 

eae the other two ed 
handle themselves, and 
I'm thinking about my 
men. We make for 
Athens! 
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What?... Theyre YW They be just saving their lives. They 
leaving us!?! made too easy 2 target. 
lot o- 
| Be =3 


We’// worry about that /ater, 
Jessie. Ti sid im thing we must 
do is find Blake. Back to rowing. 


Heavens! 
There he is!! 


== 


e ght } = 
ee —_ = ; It is vital to the success of 


Those blasted busybodies my new plan that they 
seem to be equally lucky. stay alive. At cage @ 
But they're at our mercy while. After that, theyre 
out there. We could easily... a// yours, Colone/! 


Thank God, he’s alive! His pulse 
is almost regular. And aside 
from this bruise, he doesn’t 
seem to have an at Take & 


your handkerchief, soak it in 
salt water and improvise a 


bandage for him. 


The safest way would 

be to get to the villa Shhhb... 
by going ‘round the / hear an 
island, and... | engine. 


There are nine or 10 of them, but they be too far for me to identify them. Probably von Stahi, 
Olrik, theiv stooges and their prisoners. 


fh the 


There they are! Lie clown, and 
let's pray they don? spot us. 


/ dont think so. 
It hard to tell... 


What could they have 
done with Eleni?! hope 
they didnt... 


Francis! How are you feeling, 


old boy? 


Still 2 bit groggy. | must have hit 
my head on a piece of debris when 
/ came up after diving. 


eS 


By) They*e going eboard. One =a 
of oeti teats to be hurt. 
Ge te 


—— 


— 


eyesight, Jessie. | cant 
make out anything. 


You he forgetting I'm half Cheyenne, Professor. 
thr. 


But how coule! 
here without being spotted? 


Wheres the seap/ane? 


woe 
MS 


a, 


MORTIMER GIVES BLAKE A QUICK 
RECOUNTING OF THE EVENTS THAT 
HAVE JUST TAKEN PLACE. 


Either they knew we were here 
and could have easily captured 
or eliminated us. Or they didnt 
know, and therefore had no 
reason to set a new trap. 


| have another theory, 
old chap... 


Aes = 


for you with the searchlight. And yet, they 


is U-boat have come al// the way 


The Nazis had several 
submarine bases in 
the Greek islands. 
Not a// of them have 
been located yet. 


pies The = 
hae Lt /t looks like they abandoned their 
iss motorboat without scuttling it. 


What if st another 
trap? They could 
very we// have rigged 
it to explode. 


We could recover it. / must admit that 
the prospect of rowing for hours to 
reach the village doesnt appeal to me. 


From the island, von Stah/ and O/rik cant 


have failed to see Jessie and me looking Because, obviously, von Stah/'s goal is 


to find Judas'’s grave and the pieces 
of silver that are supposed to be in it. 

low that he has hostages, all he has 
to do /s /et us do the work in his 
stead. Then, should we succeed, he 
can exchan. 


did nothing to eliminate us, as you sald. 


Any iclea why? 


enough to /eave us a 
motorboat to make 
things simpler for us. 


(== Sa 


SHORTLY AFTERWARDS, HAVING RECOVERED 
THE BOAT ABANDONED BY VON STAHL AND 
TIED THE/R INFLATABLE RAFT TO IT, OUR 
FRIENDS HEAD FOR THE SHORE... 


rr a I = — SSS 
A... AND MAKE THEIR WAY ALONGSIDE / dont relish je ? imple . 
IT TOWARDS THE VILLAGE. Zz pie right, seem to have decided FS) jin thei g ply yp oe eh Cano 
Pe (i they'// stay out of we dont have a choice. At least they’// leave 
$5 ES 3 ie us alone for 2 while. 
= ERCACy ae Sie | 


HEADS FOR IT 
BEFORE SHUTTING 
Let’ wast unti/ light before going to OFF THE ENGINE. 
the village. No need fo alarm the 
/ocals by making harbour at night. 


THEN, MAKING GOOD USE 
OF THE/R ENFORCED STOP, 
SHE TELLS MORTIMER OF 
THE FBI'S CONCLUSIONS 
CONCERNING THE ORIGINS 
OF COUNT RAINER VON 
STAHL’S FORTUNE, AND 
THE WAY THE FORMER 
STANDARTENFUHRER 
“DISAPPEARED” BY TAKING 
THE IDENTITY OF AN 
ARMENIAN PRISONER OF WAR. 


ae d/ in G 
Germany collapsed in ‘45. Most have Odlessa? a, ‘ake i Der Ehemeligen Brits, ihe Linitodt thi 


sia ponents laainseaas SS-Angehorigen. Organisation and other countries are 

of former members of the SS. stil ‘nostal, fe for what the 

Very we//. But money and a false ¢ . azis called the New 

identity. arent pene Bes In rier | aa [ Order. They think that 

to put together his criminal network, . y dictatorship is a more 

the fake Belukian needed allies, } convenient type of govern- 
support from on high. =| ment than democracy. 


——————— 
Created as early as 1944 to prepare and organise 
the escape or “disappearance” of the regimes major 


dignitaries, An organisation that sti// exists today, with 
enormous financial resources and 2 vast poo! of Hig mos | 
recruits among the many far-right groups that have 
survived or resurfaced around the world. 


Many SS officers did the same when & OV COD A number — industrialists 


But thats 
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The names of those sympathisers The CIA’ been working on it as well, /s that possible? 
were known to German Intelligence. but also to no avail. Why do you think 

Unfortunately, we havent been able von Stah/ is so intent on finding 
to get our hands on those lists yet. Judas's 30 pieces of silver? 


| dont believe so. But, as poor 
Eleni once sad: Beyond our 
scientific rationalism, we must 
remain humble before the 


mysteries of the divine. ee 
The sun’ rising. 
We can go on. a 
ee eae” 


Like a// fanatics, von Stah/ ’s probably a 
mystic. He must think that those 30 denarii, 
the most reviled objects in Christian history, 
will give him the means to assert his power 
over the credu/ous masses. Or, in other 
words, to reproduce the trick that Ado/f 
Hitler nearly pulled off with the swastika. 


AND LESS THAN HALF AN HOUR LATER, OUR FRIENDS g | ... FOLLOWED BY THE SURPRISED OR Nt 
SAIL INTO THE LITTLE PORT OF SYREN/OS... es \S WARY EYES OF THE FISHERMEN READY TO Ni 
— E TAKE TO THE SEA ON THE MORNING TIDE. I 


os SU App eA PA. 
[ The finst thing to lo is find lolgings You eM be Ne. Le 


speak Greek, Philip; we'll leave it to you. a \ CEA S =) X| = — 


mm = = Ee a 
/ speak classical Greek, Francis, which has little = : = 3 Vi = 
enough to do with modern Greek. We//, | can x 

always give it 2 try... 


1 a 


/f | undlerstood that comrectly, the owner of the This is the place. It also serves as a post 
village’s only café rents rooms to the occasional office and has the only phone on the island. 


oA 


visitor. Fy 
A, ——— 
That's perfect. But | Don't worry, Jessie. | have a \| 


how are we going \i few wet drachmas left at 5 
to pay for them? 1 the bottom of my pockets. 


MORTIMER 
LAUNCHES /NTO 
A DIFFICULT 
DISCUSSION 
WITH THE, 
SMALL CAFE'S 

STOUT OWNER. 


It looks absolutely charming. 
a 


I'l ask her. Shes also going to 
give you a dress, Jessie. People 
arent very fond of women 


wearing trousers around here. 


PLS... The evz 


dont they’ 


/t all sounds perfect to me. But /et’s 
start with a hearty breakfast. | imagine 


} youhe both as famished as | am. 


Mrs Daskalides can offer us two rooms. Alleluia! | con't suppose she 
She can a/so clean our clothes and lend us could find me a pipe, too? 
some of her departed husband's things Mine’s‘sti// in the Catalina. 


while ours dry. 


AND, LESS THAN 30 M/NUTES LATER, AFTER HAVING CLEANED UP 
CHANGED CLOTHES, OUR FRIENDS ARE READY TO ENJOY 
H THE COPIOUS BREAKFAST AWAITING THEM ON THE TERRACE. ¥ 
v é . 3 You clon't look so bad! your- 
Philip Ese gt, self, old boy. Especially 
i le ltl with that magnificent olive 
By sea clog. oa! i 
pipe. 


As for our lovely Jessie, she'// soon be the 
darling of the islands male population. 


Oh, stop making fun of me, gent/emen. 
Instead, tell me when we'll be exploring 
that cave of yours. 


Oh, it can wast unti/ 
tomorrow. We a// need 
to get some rest. 
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2B 


Look!!: 


‘ones* 
In Athens wear 
skirts and pompoms, 


My goodness! 
if look like... 


AND WHILE MRS DASKALIDES BRINGS FOOD TO THE 
TWO SHEPHERDS, THE YOUNG WOMAN TELLS OF HOW 
BELUKIAN HAD H/S PRISONERS BROUGHT ASHORE 
FROM THE ARAX, AND HOW THEY WITNESSED ITS 

S/NKING AFTER THE COMMANDOS B. 


My poor Jim and )\ If Mortimer’s theory is correct, 
my dear uncle... || they be in no danger. Von Stah/, or 

‘hat will become \\ Belukian, will want to exchange 
of them? them for Judas’ 30 denarii. 


<< 
If we find them. 
4 uy 
Ss 


We have to find them, Philip! 
This is no longer just about an 
archaeological discovery. It's 
now a matter of /ife and 
death. Besides, such an 
exchange wi// 

be our 3 
chance to 
catch the 
villains. 


Professor! ?!... us youd been lost at sea. 


My friends here rescued me. 
But what about you, Eleni? 
What happened to you? 

ae aS 


cor east 
Elens, thank God! (ea , 

is Oh, Professor, youre alive! Those 

} LP ss = — Olrik find Belukian told 


managed to hide unt/ those bandits left the island. Then Vi 


/ ; 
A / tried to get to the village. But it was dark, and | got /ost—until \) 


| happened upon these nice shepherd's who brought me here. 
Ky 
N de 
Bog = 


da (Ri 


As 2a matter of fact, since our kind 
hostess owns 2 telephone, |’m going to 
ask her to put me in touch with Athens 
so/ can establish a plan of action with 


the local MI6 branch. , 


est 
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THAT SAME EVENING, WHILE OUR lets hope so. Even thou 
FRIENDS ARE ENJOYING A WELL goal youre pursuing Is sti 
| DESERVED NIGHT'S SLEEP. H 
=, 


In the meantime, it Is regrettable that 
Just 2 little more 2: } the FBI and the Inte/lgence Service 
patience, my K identified you, von Stah/. You are the 
dear companions. \ | on/y one who knows our sdentities. /f 
Soon we wi// J \ j they arrest you, were clone for 


reach our goal. 


That's one of the reasons | sacrificed my 
yacht. It was too easy to track. | have now 
become invisible. By the time | can show 
myself openly once again, it will be too late 

‘or our enemies. We sha// triumph, my 
Friends! And all those who will not accept 
our victory will perish like dogs. 


THE NEXT MORNING, BLAKE, 
MORTIMER, JESSIE AND ELEN/ 


HAVE TAKEN THE/R MOTORBOAT 
OUT, GUIDED BY LEONIDAS, Becsnclng to Mrs Daskalides, theres only one cave 


THEIR HOSTESS’S YOUNG SON. on the island, just below the lighthouse. So it has 
to be that one. 
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According to the /oca/s, lf there were any, 
there’ nothing special about they must have 
this cave. And no artefacts disappeared a 
were ever found in it. /ong time ago. 


Does it have /t used to, indeed. But the 
two entrances, ground entrance was blocked 
as Nicodemus some 50 years ago when the 
wrote? /ighthouse wes built. 


This searchlight’s battery wont 


Wer eh ieee: lts quite moving to think that a sma// If that’s the case, we ought to find 


Christian community sought refuge here traces of it. Even minute ones. Lets 
49 centuries ago. split up'and search the cave. 
Fortunately, Mrs Daskalides had some 

/amps to lend us. 


=. SWEEPING 
THE LIGHT FROM 
THEIR LAM, 
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We need more evidence. | be very surprised if a group 
of people had lived here for 30 years without leaving 
any trace of their presence. 


Look... Crude steps carved from the rock. 


They probably led More than /ikely. The a, \ 
Ue abi ground lighthouse is right ee! Us. moy \ 


a a Se 
That stone! It could be some /¢ 1s an altar, Look at 
sort of primitive these carvings... 
q 


altar... sy = =i 


lee 
4 ? ‘ Yes. But what wee looking for is a sign pointing to 
5 ee ee a eee Dg Nog fae Me Soe 
ig B Judes, laid the treacherous apostles body to rest. 
“a N Lets keep, Jooki> 


Captain, could you come 
here with the searchlight, 
please? 
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can studly It at wii 


/f only we could photograph it so we i | cloubt we'// be able to find a camera in 
ih the village. 
S 


Well, then, if need be we'll come back | 
with paper and penci/ and try to 
copy it. Strange... | have the feeling 
/‘ve seen these patterns somewhere 


Maybe it’l/ come back to me. /n BUT, AFTER SEVERAL HOURS OF FRUITLESS SEARCHING, OUR DISAPPOINTED, AND LUNCH ¥] 
the meantime, lets try to find FRIENDS ARE FORCED TO CONCEDE DEFEAT. ASIDE £ ROM THE STEPS, TIME HAVING ARRIVED, THEY 
ALTAR AND STRANGE FRESCO, THE CAVE /S EMPTY OF ANY OTHER GO BACK TO THE VILLAGE. 


other signs. 
SIGN OF ANCIENT HUMAN PRESENCE. 


yu But what wi// 
] We cou/d te// von Stah/ we 
| R become of my 1 found Judas's grave and set a 


Gace ther! trap for him with MIG? 


| cloubt he'll fall for 
AM such a bluff. He... 
UY |}T_] 
a ch 


ae Ni <0 
ies He 
=) 


ea 


pea 


=) 


U \ 


WITH OUR FRIENDS WATCHING HER INTENTLY, 
MRS DASKALIDES CHEERFULLY ANSWERS ELEW/... 
= a .- iS 


L} /t% simple. Everyone here knows about the cave, No. It’s merely a pretty painting to her. As you|\it 
and ebout those signs carved in the rock. The /ate can /magine, the inhabitants of Syrenios know ij 
Mr Daskalides, who was a gifted artist, reproduced nothing of Nicodemus’ Christians’ 
them on this wall to amuse his customers. H stay on their island. 


eS SS 
That's not colossally helpful. 1'll go 1/1 go with you, old chap. I’m 
4 back to the cave this afternoon and jy afraid our searchlight battery gave 
4 search some more. up the ghost, though. 


1 
AND THE TWO BRITONS HAVE NO OTHER 
CHOICE THAN TO HEAD BACK TO THE CAFE. 


Well, in the meantime |'// try to find myself BUT BLAKE AND MORT/MER’S FURTHER 
a dress a little more cheerful than the one SEARCHING PROVES AS FRUITLESS AS 


provided by our kind hostess. Could you come IT DID IN THE MORNING. 
with me, Eleni? |’ need an interpreter. 5 


LEAPING OUT OF BED, HE FLIES 
DOWN THE STA/RS LEADING TO THE 
CAFE'S EMPTY MAIN ROOM. 


WHEN SUDDENL 


Y... 
OM By Jove! Its 


& obvious!! 
Ve y 


LIGHT AND FINDING \jF ON A TABLE, HE 


A PIECE OF CHALK, 
Z HE GRABS A CHAIR... 

' : ENDEAVOURING 
Baws ) 70 COVER PARTS 


r u . AND, HAVING 
I WITCHING ON THE POSITIONED IT. 
is 


OF IT WITH 


AWOKEN BY THE NO/SE, EVERYONE /N eeeee = Hy i 5 
THE HOUSE RUSHES TO THE ROOM. Hy What do you have? Mrs 
on Serr es Al : Daskalides’ stock of ouzo? 
a Philip, old boy! What are } 
you playing at? Che fresco, 
I = = fh Francis... ow!... 
| That's it, Francis! 2 i, <2 The fresco! 
4 /ve got it! ] : 


hay ar-oanillll 
rail 


eS 


WAS 
ay a 


Something was nagging at me about this fresco. They would write in Aramaic or Hebrew characters, then tack 
ere. 


f , lowers and leaves at the ends of their letters to make 
/ finally remem that during the Roman on flowers aoe 
occupation, Jewish resistance fighters had a them illegible for non-initiates. 
system to send their messages in secret. 7 GJ 


ss oe Co 
FS. 


“iy 


A 
s 


SSNS EARN 


Meal I LL) kt US) Oe Wt 
LAIN’ VAIO OES Re nfs | Pa ) Z 
-| / covered the leaves and flowers of the fresco with | = 


chalk-and this is the result. 


Incredible! 


No, Eleni. It's ancient Hebrew. Remember: Yadlin came from Judea. He would have spoken | can. The text reads: “The 
Hebrew more readily than the Galileans’ Aramaic. After he came back, incapable of Gate of Orpheus below 
speaking with his mouth and tongue eaten away by his horrible leprosy, he carved in Eurydice’s hair’ 

the rock the place where heal buried Judas. And, after his death, so that the members 

of his group wouldnt be ab/e to make out the words, Nicodemus added the floral 

curlicues in Lealot fashion. 


es Unfortunately, | cant read 


ancient Hebrew. 
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a a ASS «A 2 SE 


/t must. The underworld-the : 

kingdom of pee Gree In is prop Sa ate a 
| The Gate of Orpheus... Orpheus went to try to save his}} in Epirus. A mountainous 

PREPARED THEM SOME COFFEE /é must —— the gate to ik E. eyelice Where ches tradlition|) area in northwest Greece, | 
BEFORE GOING BACK 70 BED. the underworld. place that gate, Eleni? near the A/banian border. 


, 


The gate to he//!... Quite an 
appropriate place to bury the 
traitor Judas. 
Indeed. Nicodemus to/d Yadin to 
bury Judas ig away from 
Syrenios as possible, and the brave 
boy took three month to go there 
and come back in his boat. It fits. 


iS 
(Cr 
= SS 


Obviously, none of this is certain. So, Epirus will be our next destination. What | 


foe Bestia Ps Bg enews ves still does this Cave of Acherusia look like? 


/t5 @ maze of rooms and chasms, with one or two [ Before that, however, we ought 


underground rivers running through it. Its located That, old chap, is up to us to to try and get some more sleep. ¥ 


5 p ind out once wee there. The A) No doubt the coming days are 
near the lonian Sea—and/ still mostly unexplored. fal ied thing to do is leave this f going to require a// enetay.. 


——) Island. Once the sun’s up, we’// 


look for a fisherman willing to 
ht ful. What about aoa to Crete. From t re we 
can take 2 boat to Athens. Our 
5, [Ex motorboat is too sma// to risk 
a = a on open seas. 
iS nl aes =| 
LR R 
Lg — / 


lef 


TO LEAVE THE /SLAND... 


ie C we Is J 
AND THE NEXT MORNING,  |matllle ss ... UNAWARE THAT A SUSPICIOUS-LOOKING MAN 
AS PLANNED, OURS FRIENDS QPP 2s = $ 1S WATCHING THEIR EFFORTS, AMUSED. 
START LOOKING FOR A WAY koe ai ; 
Sa: : : iN ( = = 
SS = . ally ban i 
LS 


My knowledge of classical Greek There's 2 cargo ship that comes from Crete twice a month to 
isnt the best for speaking to these resupply the island, but the next one won't be here for The poor gitt is still upset 
people, but it's enough that | got another 10 days. | suppose you could ask MI6 to send us about everything she’s 
the gist of it: None of them agreed their seaplane. Mevalreadl: tried twite ¥ h been through. She 
to take us to Crete. VE NEUSE YEECURWICE TO RERE didn't sleep wel/ /ast 

our station in Athens, but no luck. Y night and preferred to 
| sy [Pe call won't go through. stay in our room to rest. 
Blast. Thats inconvenient. We can 


hardly afford to be stuck here. 


Besides, | must remind you that it’ i/legal for them to 
operate in Greek waters. Webhe on our own, old chap. 


We should have asked Elen/ to come with us. Being Greek 
herself, she might have been better able to convince these 
HK} fishermen—who probably suspect foreigners on principle. 


Sa 


, . [ = ._ A 
/ understand the problem, elles F be Oa ned 7 ee 5 s ve és ia Fee . m glad to see youre | 
f fs anak . 
ee hee ae 7 hear his : 
, 1 we should be on 4 
way to leave this odaeh Jocation in four ] Ge |. || 
| ie|| or five days... i 


Yes, | know... NG 


| 
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me Ny 
— q 2 Surely, an intelligence specialist 
Sag hen fo age | An excellent initia- Of course. | don’t want everyone Tike poe shoul eerste that, | QD 


: tive. And you were {J here to know what our plans are. 
@ friend—an ama- 


; [ar] 
Veue caber Whe luckier than | was These good people already have t Captain Blake: i i | 


with the phone. enough questions about us as it Is. ees BEY 
ee kh ple = You spoke English . Youre right. Forgive a =~ , 
hes not available. % Wl with that friend? y Ms J] 4 my surprise. | Come. Lets § 
> : == 


order /unch 
and compare 
notes on our 
sad situation. 


=—- 


py hcleg desis F Acyl : Aside from the young lady here, wee not 
A SIMPLE BUT = ‘ x » ks Americans, my friend; were British. But its 
} true wee looking for a way to get to Crete. 


=| / can take you there if you want. For 
ARCHALOLOEIT Ang IN SF 15800 seoince rclabie upsfoone 
raison ter TINS : yl Tht 
SEARCH. th \_ Amy 
Vad EN 10 
You should probably go speak with those 


fishermen. Youd be more convincing 
than we were. 


Are you the 
Americans who 
are looking for 
2 ship? 


/ know that boat. Its 2 
deal. We'll leave this 


4 afternoon at four. 
We don’t have such a sum, efi ke He’ unscrupulous. 


anyway. But we do have a Hal f-Turk, and all 
/arge motorboat thats worth _ Yff smuggler. 

that much, at least. What do 99} 

you think: 


Hl We//, shat Ativon fy 


» 1 A 
H our problem Stah/s i Mpoo€éte autov tov 
oe : 


il 


he 


| had your boat tied behind 
my ship. | can get 2 good price 


anc ax 0 A HAM = JE mae 
— : = for it in Crete. 
Mes Daskalides You know better than | how much the Greeks F & 
might be dislike Turks—even hal f-Turks. Personally, | care wit 
; eee ae 0 0 


right. That little if that man is 2 pnagalee or @ cigarette 


man does trafficker, so long as he takes us where we want 


look shady. to go. And he speaks English, to boot. 


a That thing!? Its a rust bucket!! 


Dont yeu worry. She can 
do 12 knots, and you'// 
reach your destination 
tomorrow morning. 
Climb aboard! 


i} Dont judge a book by its cover, 
Jessie. Islanders are al/ a bit 
rugged around here. 


You should have kept 
our skirt and blouse. }* 
Tey looked good on you. 


You're forgetting |’m here 
on work, not pleasure, 
Professor. fear not, though. 
/1l wear them again when 
you take me to dinner in the 
best restaurant in Crete. 


= 
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= SSS Te 
This cockleshell isnt as com- Not safe from sinking, Say, old boy, | hi What for? | a/reac 
fortable as our old friend thou i Pi tub looks lite vou ha 4 noha told oi. She's - 
von Stah/'s yacht, but at its about to go for a Burton. lifebelts aboared? good ship. 


least wee safe here. 
aE we ! 
— ; im P 


Philip, 9 talk to the he/msman. 

‘m going down to the engine 
room to ask the captain to 
explain himself. This isnt right. 


Did you notice? Were PP 
heading due north, but. 
Crete is southwest of 
here. We should... 


GR 


= [ Te// me, m o/ man, why are we Because you wi// never reach 
eS sailing Bie forth. pea a Crete, Professor Mortimer. Or any 
F : other destination, for that matter. 
i : ae 
on - 


(C= EO. ~4 ee WS 
Re ee The dclevil! O/rik!! 


—_ 

“ie 
a, a a 

NE FS | 
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LT |) ae a= 


And don’t tempt me with one of Because my employer deems it 
your customary diversionary preferable that you and Blake have 


Whatever your role is in this affair, 
\ you won? get away with it, “Colonel” 
British and American intelligence 
are on your tai/. 


manoeuvres. |’m already dying to an accident, apparently. But trust 
put 2 bullet through your head. me: This time, you can p nates about 
ry your usual luck saving you. 


‘ood for them. But enough pointless 
chit-chat, Professor. Let S go join your 
friends. 


& 


3 Youhe coming with us, my pretty. Your dear uncle 
and that lump of 2 fiancé el vei need your 


affection. 
lam 


Go untie the boat, Ko/tar. 
111 take care of them. 


== ee ri] 


~~ | 
As for that blasted Indian wench, she’s going to pay right now for [ff 
er gee / spent in Jacksonville peritentiay acalise, of her “ Ul { 
ae It 
ay 2 Le Le | ey 
(Oi Ae ae a et 


a WU 


4 


y i 7] 
Don’t do it, you villain! You'll L } 
have to kill me first. 

ssa 


An offer that deserves consideration, 
Captain. To the devil with my orders, | 
then. Goodbye... 


Amar 
Wel/ clone, Eleni! 


, 

FE’ « 4 

Le 4k. 
Wa 


=. DISAPPEARS INTO THE l 


DISTANCE, OUT OF REACH. 


DEPRIVED OF A PILOT, 
THE BOAT’S ENGINE _ 
RACES AND THE CRAFT, 
NARROWLY MISSING OLRIK 
AS HE RESURFACES.... 


ee Eee 


2 2 \ a aes 
——— a at 2 
[7 a —— 
We//, “Colonel? it looks like the Shoot, } No, Jessie. Despite the 
a. Professor! hatred | feel for that 


roles have been reversed... i 
Take ‘him out: villain, |'am incapable 


h 
\ i, 7 of shooting an unarmed 
,) man. 
x, 


# 


[} 
\ Go to he/t, @ 
‘ \ Mortimer! 
f h ‘Al f ( 


A\ 2 


ZA NA oeaetro | 


aT. 


all i 
‘BUT THE SIGHT 
ae THAT GREETS. 


) LAKE INTHE. Fee 
é SMALL ENGINE |\,\° 


ROOM DRAWS: 


ANGUISHED CRY |\°\,/. 
FROM HIM. \No\” 


a § D8 
A) 


a 


aX 
A 
Z 
Zs Vo 


S 


\ sl 
I 
l 


| ee ee SS NL, 


= 


Nay 


Find some knives, and some empty barre/s, planks, anything 
that floats. Cut ropes and cables, anything that can be use 
to tie it a// together. 


THE FIRE’S SPREADING!... 
EVERYONE IN THE WATER, NOW‘... 
B 


- Good Lord, we’ 
e Bee 
; \e16 
he 


WITH A STRENGTH 


/ B 
BORING i faale fects <= 
MAKESHIFT RAFT... ES 


iT rT 


SS 


i 


oy 


wi 


n I 
% = 
hi R\ 
ELIE Sere 


MERE SECONDS LATER, THE OLD E i ... UNDER THE DISTRAUGHT 


RUST BUCKET VANISHES WITH A LAST GAZE OF THE FOUR SURVIVORS. 
FLURRY OF SPARKS AND FLAMES... 


Did anyone have time to 
grab water or food? 


\ That treacherous half-Turk knew he was going to abandon 
| us meme hours after departure. He wasn't going to waste 
any money on pointless expenditures. 


I'm afraid |'m only 
an indifferent}| forgotten about 
swimmer. this one. 


want him to push us overboard 
during the night. 


FALLS ON THE 
SURVIVORS 
CLINGING TO THE/R 
FLIMSY RAFT. 


== 


el <a 
J eee Lets try to stay awake as long as possible. Then we'll take turns keeping watch, to make sure none 
NIGHT INEVITABLY of us falls overboard while sleeping. 


You saved my life, Eleni. What does it matter?... | You must keep u. 


From now on, I’m in your Our lives are worth 
debt. jot hing now. 


nei pee eae 
inding myse aying the 
iting. aoe Vs the Goon 
time in: mere days i's only mildly 
amusing. The worst thing i's, my 
tobacco i's soaked and m 
lighter seems to have decided 
to stop working altogether. 


/’m very much in the same 
boat, old chap. All jokes aside, 
I'm afvatd you'll have to 
rewrite your theory. 


2 iF, You he 2 woman of action, Jessie. You've been 
ree Well get aes trained to keep bee morale up no matter 
isis what. But I’m just 2 simple archaeologist who 
> knows nothing beyond the dust of dig sites 
and museums. |’m'not cut out 
for everything thats hap- 
pening to us. |... 1 really cant 
take anymore, 


= idea... Wheat do you 
Judas's grave was ; zh think, “Colone/? 
Isnt that right, “Colone/: 


Such 2 sparkling conversa- , 

vonalist. that Tan. Bah. lf | do know a few old Indian 
we get out of this pickle, methods that make people 
I'm sure MI6 will find a way | extremely talkative, if you went. 


to make you sing. 


We’// see about it ater. In the meantime, | Fort Z BUT, AT DAWN... 


let's pray that both sea and sky remain | \ 
mild. | wouldnt want us to face a storm on | Oh, hello, Professor 


this glorified plank. 


Mortimer! 
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NOT BELIEVING HIS EYES, A STUNNED MORTIMER 
RECOGNISES, ABOARD A SMALL RENTAL YACHT, 
THE ENGLISH COUPLE WHOSE INTERVENTION 
HAD ALLOWED HIM TO RETRIEVE THE MISSING 
PIECE OF NICODEMUS ’S MANUSCRIPT*. 


Hold on, my friends. We'// 
save you! 


SSS 


4 under the command of my friend, 
Ex} Captain Blake. 


aay 


=P Re a 


7 ee 


*SEE PART 4. 


R | Arnold and Mildred Robinson. 


MOMENTS LATER, HAVING COME ABOARD, MORTIMER 
INTRODUCES OUR FRIENDS TO THEIR SAV/OURS. 
SSS Eat ae, \ 
lowes you do? i ‘i 
Cot 
f, How alo you do? 
SC els 
cgi 
ey 


THEN, AFTER 


HAVING 
SECURELY TIED 


UP OLR/K IN 
THE HOLD... 


/ see, Professor, that you've successfully apprehended 
the ka you werd chasing i boodh iE Tooks Nike tt 


wasnt an easy task. 


When | te// my friends | had break- 
fast with two of the most renowned 
citizens of our Kingdom—and after 
rom a shipwreck, to 


rescuing them 
green with jealousy. 


boot—they wil] 
Hee! Hee! Hee! 


40 


Y- a I’m very grateful to you, Mr Robinson. And | do apologise / clo believe we have something i 


fer spoiling your cruise so. Would you by any chance have a like that, yes. Sa 
radio transmitter on board? SANA 
the skipper to divert to . With your permission, la like to 
Athens and increase contact 7G in Athens so they 

can come and take delivery of 
our package 2s soon as we arrive. 


Of course, our yacht Is at 
your disposal. | ordered 


BUT WHEN, AFTER THREE DAYS’ = THE MI6 AGENTS WHO WERE WAITING TO TAKE 


Se ee Toe Goer SAILING, THE SMALL YACHT FINALLY CUSTODY OF OLRIK ARE BEWILDERED TO DISCOVER 


GREEK CAPITAL, BLAKE AND MORTIMER 
ENDEAVOUR 70 MaKe OLRIK CONFESS REACHES THE PORT OF PIRAEUS... THAT HE’S MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED. 


WHERE COUNT VON STAHL /S HIDING 
WITH HIS PRISONERS. IN VAIN, THOUGH, 
AS THE V/LLAIN STUBBORNLY REFUSES 

TO UTTER A SINGLE WORD. 


f / i eee — Avsabtesh bility. But the fact 
| couldn't have escaped Vy In unlikely possibility. But the fact 
without the help of some- remains that that blasted “colone/ é RAG ROS eae 
one on board. has given us the slip once again. EMBASSY’S CARS. 
=> g 
j 7) 
| " Al | 
ae Gs 
Ne. by 
ALL THAT’S LEFT FOR OUR FRIENDS /S TO SAY GOODBYE TO THE al 7 
ROBINSONS, AFTER THANKING THEM WARMLY ONE LAST TIME... for security reasons, we shall stay at ¥ Mf 
6 | the paper tonight. A conference |\|\ | 
4 is scheduled for this evening. 
ohio \e 3 fee rl ee 
oN io nO Na 
RM) Tie = aA 
Q pay F y is @ g Wi 
eee (= am (att } 
~e ‘ OG it TARP Ee 
2 
Je 
f 5 Ss 
= 4 = 
iM % me : = ay — 
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AS BLAKE HAD ANNOUNCED, AN 
/MPORTANT MEETING BEGINS AT 6 PM 
IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE 
BRITISH EMBASSY’S SUB-BASEMENT, 
FAR FROM PRYING EARS. PRESENT 
THERE ARE: COMMANDER WILLIAM 
STEELE, HEAD OF BRITISH FOREIGN 
INTELLIGENCE, COME ESPECIALLY 
FROM LONDON; THE LOCAL M/6é 
STATION CHIEF; THE CIA STATION 
CHIEF 1N ATHENS; COLONEL 
GEORG/OPOULOS, DIRECTOR OF GREEK 
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE; INSPECTOR 
KAMANTIS OF THE CITY'S CRIM/NAL 
POLICE; JOHN CALLOWAY, HEAD OF 
THE OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT OF 
THE FBI; HIS DEPUTY JESSIE WINGO; 
CAPTAIN FRANCIS BLAKE, HEAD OF 
MIS; AND PROFESSOR PHILIP 
MORTIMER. 


AFTER THE PROFESSOR HAS 
GIVEN A DETAILED ACCOUNTING 
OF RECENT EVENTS, 17'S 
BLAKE’S TURN TO SPEAK. 


Occupationa/ hazard, o/d boy. 
‘0 one could have imagined 
youd get torpedoed by 2 U-boat. 


knew 2 
MI6 commandos. 


Lf Hmm... It cdloes warrant investigation. But let's get to the 


mystersous disappearance eo veer prisoner, that O/rik 

character. Do you think the Robinsons could be in on it? 
Their presence so close to where your ship sank Is rather 
surprising, Isnt it? 

oS wi FANG (9% Fa LIDIA EOS || 


111 grant you that. But, with a// due respect, Co/one/, 
| doubt the Robinsons are anything other than what they 
appear to be: 2a wealthy tourist couple treating themselves 
to a second honeymoon in your beautiful country. Their 
presence was pure coincidence... and a real stroke of luck 


True. Moreover, it means von Stah/ was 
waiting for us. And, therefore, that he 
ut the mission assigned to the + 


Hmm... Are you saying there’ a mole among your 
agents? 


Or among yours, Colone/ Georgiopoulos. Your 
services are always told—offi 


Vc1ally—about a// 
MI6 or CIA operations on Greek territory. 


[Good chor! 


Hmm... Still, I've had one of their crew replaced by a trusted 
agent, just in case. As for that submarine of yours, our Navy has 
en unable to detect even a whiff of it. 


So, our only chance to catch von Stah/ will be during the 
exchange Professor Mortimer theorised: Juclas’s pieces of silver for 
Jim Radcliff and Dr Markopoulos. Captain Blake, where would 
that hypothetical grave be, according to your research? 


Se ES Se oa eS ee 


See 
Sorry... / cant tell you that. 


ally 


S 


_ Ee E, 


The only ace in our hand is that Ei However, we could do with some assistance, As such, Colone/ Hmm... Very well. lt5 a 
von Stab] and O/rik cont know Georgiopoulos, la be grateful if you could see fit to lend us one of cave, then? | thought 
where we're hoping to find the your men—an English-speaking experienced caver. Obviously, | will as much. 
rave of Judas Fecanioe: And, since only tell him where were going once were wel/ out of Athens. 

he seems to have at /east one 

high-level informant among us, 

this is very much need-to-know 

information. Professor Mortimer 


end | will go alone. 


Caravans wn oemems BOT 
| = Pa : No. Beyond the fact that she has no caving experience, 
vee Miss Philippidles be going Eleni is very doe after a// she’s been eh ror h. She 
with you: needs rest and opted to remain in Athens. Undler your 


i | protection, Inspector Kamantis. 


William, could we have a word with your station 
chief—in private? 


Sorry, Jessie, but we've been ordered to go back to Washington tonight. 
From now on, the American side of this affair will be handled by the 


CIA in collaboration with Greek authorities. Of course, Francis. | figured 


youd ask for this at some point. 


————— 
| WITH THE MEETING OVER, THE ATTENDEES TAKE THE/R LEAVE OF EACH OTHER. j 
SSS ial 
i) 


z , 
Good /uck, Professor. I’m sore So am |, Jessie. But | AND, THAT NIGHT, IN THE ROOM 
/ can’t see oe enti pope we’// see each H sialic aie SE el 
ote: ig a 


‘ + again. | stil] owe 
through to the end with you. ae Sinnen ion’ forget. ji : 
p We ‘re going to be playing 2 Come, now, o/d chap. You know 
dangerous game, Philip. | me. | wouldnt leave to anyone 
cannot ask you to take such 2 risk. e/se the thri// of discovering § 
Judlas’s resting place. If it exists. 


Owww, my back! I'm afraid Is it much further, Konstantinos? 
its official, old chap: We're 
AND A HEAVILY LADEN DONKEY ? 


not getting any younger. F 

ARE WALKING ALONG A NARROW | ciel aS hi A few more miles. If we dont tarry 

TRAIL IN A DESOLATE REGION OF ra too much, we’// be there before 
THE WESTERN GREEK COAST. nightfall. 


A FEW DAY LATER, THREE HIKERS 


eh This region is mostly uninhabited, as it is no good 
ihe ie pa dec pon for farming or breeding livestock. Besides, it's 
, Scethie warning oe Jocated on a seismic fault, and earthquakes are 


guite commonp/ace. 
errata GS sl < / GX 2 


5 SIZE ; 
This ts all that’s left of the Acheron, the | & d 
river that led to the kingdom of Hades. F 

Were a/most there. 
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Further in, there's 2 
30-foot sheer drop. 1’// 
Twice, with my caving club. But we set up a pulley system 
didn go further than the part to bring down some of 


We’// have to be careful. Some of the rocks have become already explored. our equipment. 


unstable because of the seismic tremors. 


Lets take on/y the essentia/s. UA you decide to prolong our expedition, 


11! come back to fetch what we'll need to set up a bivouac inside the caves. 


Are there any difficult 


obstacles to negotiate? Not at first. The path 


Is relatively easy until 
the river. 


There it is. The river our ancestors called the Styx, the| lh " 
underground river that marks the border between the| tt ope y Cab oni Open 
Easy... Easy kingclom of the dead and that of the living. eager tnt Ser 

That's good. 


So, it is on ae that ae ba he Precisely. Which is why ancient Greeks 

ferryman of Hades, carried the would place a silver coin in the mouth of 

ey of cad deceased to the place their clead, so they could pay Charon for 

of their juclgement. their crossing. Those who couldn't pay 
would be condemned to wander in limbo 
for eternity. 


CG 


Sy 


1 
) 
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That's right. Thetis, Achilles’ mother, dipped her newborn 
son in it, holding him by the hee/. 


. / must say, Greek mythology really is an inexhaustible 
Which wasn’t enough to make source of extraordinary stories. 
him immortal. At the siege o We ‘re a/most there, 
Troy, proud Achilles died of gentlemen. Prepare to 
an arrow—in the heel, as it Like all mythologies, old chap. Not forgetting the Old discover an incredible 
was—shot by Paris, son of King Testament, which is chock full of epics and twists sight... 
Priam, who had kidnapped and turns as well. 
the beautiful Helen and thus 
triggered that 10-year war. 


f This 1s where ancient 
beliefs held that 
Hades, God of the 
underworld, and his 
wife Persephone 
Judged the souls of 


the deceased. 


i\ eae 


But /et’s get back to our goa/: 
Eurydice’s hair. What does this 
room /ead to, Konstantinos? 

o8 ee oe ise emi) 


To severa/ galleries, some of which have 
en explored, others not. 


According to the virtues 
or faults of their life 
on Earth, the dea 
were sent to the bliss of 
the Elysian Fields—or 
the torment of infernal 
Tartarus. 


/t could take us quite a while. /t 
might be better if Konstantinos 
went back to get our equipment 
So we can set up camp here. 


6 area exists, and if the Cave of Acherusia really is the 


ate O, 


Orpheus, then Eurydice must be here. I’m sure of it. 


ee! ss —aes ot oe | 


We/l, in that case, 
lets look... 


FOR SEVERAL HOURS, THE TRIO SYSTEMATICALLY EXAMINES THE STALAGMITES 
AND OTHER MINERAL FORMATIONS THAT WATER, SEEPING FROM THE WALLS OF 
THE VAST UNDERGROUND ROOM, HAS CARVED OVER MILLIONS OF YEARS. 
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Heaven or hell... | guess the Christians 
didnt invent anything. 


Of course not. They merely transposed 
one of the oldest beliefs of humanity: 
life after death. 


Good Yadin, burdened by Judas’s 
! 1 ] body as he wes, did not have our 


modern equipment. Why would he 
have gone any further? Besides, 
on a symbolic level, this room of 
final judgement was ideal as the 
last resting place of Christianitys 
greatest traitor. ” 


/ve seen dragon heads, 2 giant hand and even 
something vaguely resembling a ship, but 
nothing that looks even remotely like a 
woman’ head. 


Thats because wee going about 
this the wrong way, old chap. 


To light his way, Yadlin only had a torch—and not USING THEIR PADDLES, WRAPPED IN FABRIC AND SET 
the electric kind. But in caves such as this, shapes ALIGHT, OUR FRIENDS RESUME THEIR SEARCH AFTER 
can change depending on the type of light shining TURNING OF F THEIR MINERS’ LAMPS, 

on them. Lets make ourselves some Llel fashioned! 

torches and try again. 


Philip! 
Konstantinos! 
Loot at this!... 


ea Se 


There, below her hair, that great slab 
of rough stone... 


_— : 5 - probably yard to the oe by ee 

ick—-let 5 te Ie 5, ut, no matter: Even if Yadin was another 

Lara a ee aed Herakles*, if he lifted it by himself, the three 
: of us ought to manage it. 


Oh, Francis, | cant believe /t... 
Look at this: My hands ave shaking. 


*GREEK NAME OF A DEMI-GOD HERO, SON OF ZEUS, BETTER KNOWN BY H/S LATIN NAME “HERCULES” 
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SHIVERING WITH EXCITEMENT, BRACING THEMSELVES, EACH OF 
THE PROFESSOR HAS BEGUN THE THREE MEN GRABS A SIDE 
70. crag iar es (Oe THE Don?t get yourself so worked up, old boy. Do you OF THE HEAVY STONE SCAB... 
i really think wee going to find the remains of 
Judas underneath that thing? 


/t% all there, Francis! The 

silver stater, Nicodemus’s 

manuscript, the fresco 

te/ling us about the Gate of 

Orpheus, Ei urydlice 5 hair... 
/t5 all there! 


After 19 cen turiest!... F a Look!... The silver coins bearing Emperor 
Thats... That's impossible: ve Z ; Tiberius’ face!... Juclass 30 pieces of silver!! 


Either that, or we've been victims from 


Ji Y 35 : =) 5) a= 
the very beginning of an incredible p/ot, E : = f J Twenty-nine /eces, meine Herren! 
a nase Dal EDs didn P c i) t! | have the thirtieth right here! 
; ran 
: x a | ae oer | 
ay ‘ 


We've been here for several days but 
couldnt locate the grave. So, when my 
friend Colone/ Georgiopoulos warned 
me that youd /eft hens | deemed 
it simpler just to wait for you. You've 
proven yourself guite resourceful, 
Professor. My compliments. 


A deception, of course. She 
was recaptured, and von Stah/ 
threatened her: the hostages’ 
lives for the location of the 
grave. Once he had that 
information, he instructed 
O/rik to get rid of us. But 
things didn?t turn out the way 
he hoped. 


The good Dr Markopou/os eventually gave us the combination to his 
safe. And now, | finally have in my possession this reliquary, and the 


denarius it has held for 19 centuries. 


So the mole wes Georgiopoulos! Eleni, 
But he didn’t know where we of course. 
intendled to go. So, who?... 


| had my first suspicions after her phone cal// 
to a so-called friend from Syrenios. Suspicions 
that were confirmed by Olrik’s “mysterious” 


escape from our English tourists’ yacht 
before we reached the Piraeus. 


And they’// keep going wrong for you, Count 
Rainer on Stahl. Tne. the feed meeting 
the other night in Athens, | set up a secret plan 
with my colleague, Commander Steele. Twenty 
men from M/6 are waiting for you outside this 
cave. As for the submarine that brought you 
here, it's currently being chased by a destroyer 
of the Greek Navy. 
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She was the only one eboard 
who had 2 motive to free 
O/rik. She had to protect 
the lives of her uncle and 
her fiancé. Isnt that 

right, Eleni? 


ole a ig I'm as 
od 2 poker player as you 
oe Captain Bitte. / pets 
when my opponent is tryin 
to bluff—as you're obvious y 
doing now. But enoug 
wasting time. Professor 
Mortimer, please hand over 
that purse. 


So be it. Jack, would you be so kind as to 
put 2 bullet in Miss Philippides’ head, 
please? 


Come, now. Smile! | thought one o 
good qualities of the British was t. 
to be good sports when they /ose. 


Tsk tsk tsk... A gesture as herorc as it was 
absurd. Thank you, Jack. Professor?... 


The 30 pieces of silver! Judas’s May the wrath of the 


ha Lord strike you down, 
wages, reunited in my hands! What zm a 
Why not? /t matters little fics the three of crinicvedible moment! Hal Hal Hal you godless man! 
you. Your fate i's already sealed, Mortimer. And 
this time, | wont be giving you a single chance. 


pphemous hands is the blood 
is world, and this blood 


Thank You, Lord, 
for forgiving me at 
last and letting me 


Earthquake! Back to the river, y 
guickly! x \ J 5 } One moment, my 
A Labi { z masters! 


. Io, Sorry, this is too good a 
You’ tt Oh, let us go, you villain! % ge" 
Hie ‘eas oN Your life # pe OER ap chance to /et pass. But 


/ shall mis . Acti 
score to settle. danger as ours. ye fo ries a yee Neu, 


; : Never mind—let’s 
15... les horrib/e!... e ahi swim for it! 


You can shed 2 tear 
later. Run! 


Th... This water is fr... freezing... 


Hold on to us, Eleni. Wee going to The earthquake seems to have stopped. 
make it out of here. That's something. 


/ don’t have the foggiest. A// we can 
hope for is that it eventually leads 
back to the surface. 


& 


AND AFTER A BRIEF FIGHT... \ 


THANKS TO INFORMATION YIELDED BY JACK AND 
THE OTHER TWO SURVIVORS ARRESTED BY THE 

MI6 MEN, A COMMANDO OF THE GREEK SPECIAL 

FORCES STORMED THE NEW ORDER’S FORTRESS. 


f (Cimento re 
4 A) « THEY FREED DR MARKOPOULOS AND JIM RA A 
VW WHO, FORTUNATELY, WERE STILL ALIVE. 
esa | ; 
—\ \ 
SVs st 


3 .) 
> a3) 
sa re 


ae 


Ee ey 
at ves 
oe | MN w 
My NAD 


qe eer 


As for the U-boat that had brought von Stah/ end his goons to the Epirean coast, 
AT THE HEADQUARTERS F insie y . 
OF THE INTELLIGENCE it managed to seek refuge inside Albanian waters, out of our reach. 

SERVICE, CAPTAIN BLAKE /5 
FINISHING HIS REPORT TO 
HIS SUPERIOR, COLONEL 
DORIAN CART WRIGHT. 


oN 7 
) | 
Tels! 
ears 
Lost in the collapse of the cave. But I’m under no i/lusions. ‘ , exe 
Villains like him are hard to kill, and I’m sure our paths will Colone/ Georgiopoulos committed suicide as 
1 cross again someday. he was arrested. His last 
ps wins “No matter 
what you do, our time 
EBS. will come”: J 
ala 
| JVM 


im! 
a 
HN 
ms 


y) 


(| na 
a 


*AN OMINOUS PREDICTION THAT WOULD COME TRUE 42 
YEARS LATER, IN 196%, WHEN A JUNIA OF OFFICERS PUT 
IN PLACE THE “REGIME OF THE COLONELS; A DICTATOR- 
SHIP THAT BROUGHT BLOODSHED TO GREECE UNTIL 1974. 
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SSS SS La nom | 1] Be ours 
Eleni Philippicles wasnt arrested? 4 Her fiancé, Jim Radcliff, resigned 1} Congratulations on 2 job well done, Captain. 
from the Philadelphia Chronicle \| — | think you've earned your two-week holiday. 
— ss ‘so he could remain in Athens as . = 
No. She was more victim than culprit in an Independent reporter. 
this whole affair. Her only fault wes Professor Mortimer and | are f Thank you, sir. 
not trusting us enough. Hy invited to their wedding next da i 
Les 


AND 


He sent them to the Archbishop of Athens, who 
will file them away with the thousands of secret 


Hello, Francis! So, y 7 documents that could contradict the officia/ 
what gare big em joe Oi aie Lpahier Scriptures. The world will never jhe 
le’ 


did with Nicodemuss manuscripts? Iscariot'’s real story. 


emotion | felt holding that purse in my hands. Greek-style skewers, gentlemen. The chef 

Come on, let's get some dinner. - thought the members might find ita 

we/come change from herb-crusted 
ef and kidney pie. 


al Gy ial 
yt oone 


me pin ie , 


You must be i Not one bit. There isn't an archaeologist on Earth Hello, James! What's on the menu tonight? oe 
disappointed? i who wouldn't give half his life to experience the 
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« . 
= a THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER 
b y = | 


WHILE, THROUGHOUT A WORRIED WORLD, PACTS ARE DRAWN AND SUMMITS ARE CONVENED, THE MYSTERIOUS “YELLOW EMPIRE” HIDDEN AT THE HEART 
OF ASIA, HAS JUST COMPLETED THE LAST PREPARATIONS FOR THE MOST HORRIFIC, MOST CRIMINAL OF WARS. COLONEL OLRIK, A CRAFTY AND 
UNSCRUPULOUS ADVENTURER, AND ALSO CHIEF OF INTELLIGENCE AND MILITARY ADVISOR TO THE USURPER BASAM DAMDU, EMPEROR OF T/BET, 

1S MAKING A LAST INSPECTION OF THE LHASA ARSENAL, GUIDED BY COLONEL TAKSA, IN CHARGE OF THE ARMY'S TECHNICAL ORGANISATION. 


.. Finally, let's conclude with the super- 
bazooka, recoi/less artillery capable of 


firing 500 rockets per minute... 


... and now that we have seen what we might ca// 
the conventiona/ equipment, Co/onel, here are the 
atomic weapons: rockets and drones that could 
smash the world in mere hours!... 


Pew understand, Colonel. Which i's why we 
leveloped even more efficient weapons that 
can eliminate the enemy while keeping its 
economic potential intact. For example: the 
green gas GX3, which kills through any 
Protective mask by radioactivity. And we've 
already done better with... Oh, but | apologise. 
/ talk and talk, and... 


Indeed. Time flies, and /’m 
expected at the airfield. Thus, 
/ am forced against my will to 
bid you farewe//. But, rest 
assured, Colonel, that | sha// 
not fai/ to report to the 
Emperor the zea/ with which 
you performed your difficult 


MISSION... 


o/one/!... 


THE SECRET OF THE SWORDFISH - Part 1 


. and the “Dragon” flamethrower 
tank. One hundred tonnes! It can crush 
@ bunker /ike a mere mo/ehil/... 


Remarkab/e! However, we wi// 

only use them /f we are 
‘orced to. Our goa/ is not to 

destroy, but to conquer... 


MOMENTS LATER, PASSING THE ARSENAL 
DOOR, THE COLONEL’S POWERFUL CAR 
SPEEDS AWAY INTO THE NIGHT. 


( MIDNIGHT... LHASA AIRFIELD /S BUZZING WITH ACTIVITY. 
LONG FILES OF A/RBORNE TROOPS MARCH INTO HEAVY TROOP 


TRANSPORTS, WHILE MECHANICS HURRY TO AND FRO... 


i Here is the Emperors message: “Officers, 
CE a ea replat le Gentlemen! Colone/ O/rik, the hour has come! /t is with you, Morten 


advisor to His Majesty, brings heirs of thousands of years of bravery and 
you the Emperor’ orders!... heroism; it is with your counage and clecisiveness 
that the success of the grand plans | have 
made for the glory of my people rests. It 's 
Good! evening, . to you, sons of mighty Asia, that the task 
gentlemen... of defeating and enslaving that herd of 
decadent, corrupt peoples Valls That is wh 
the honourable endeavour of this historic 
day is destined for a brilliant victory! The 
world i's yours! Take it, and may 
Begtse guide you!... The attack 
will be launched this night at 
two o'clock! !!...” 


| GATHERED INSIDE THE A/RPORT’S HEAD- | 


os 


aN 


.. you get the Berlin sector... Colone/ Lu Ying, , BUT, AS THE WING COMMANDERS, ONE 
ie Tee ee Te: 
/. ¥ 
Now, gentlemen, | must stress to : : AGENT WORKING FOR THE BRITISH 
you the technical aspects of the You can count on INTELLIGENCE SERVICE—LISTENS IN 
operation. It must be clear thet our us, Colonel! : i WITH A MICROPHONE, HIDDEN BENEATH 
goal is not to destroy conquered - F THE CONFERENCE ROOM... 
nations, which would go against our v Aire kt P 5 
Interests, but to se/ze them. 
Therefore, in order to break the 
spirit of our opponents, we wil/ hit 
their capitals and vita/ centres 
hard. To do so, our ground attack 
aircraft and airborne units will fly 
behind formations of remote- 
controlled machines that wil/ 
sweep the way clear for you. Our 
Fifth Column agents will do the 
vest... | ep now a fae eure the 
mission ovders!... The western 
sectors first... Colonel Cheng Tien... Colone/ Hien Fung, you'll have the London sector! 
| Colonel, your orders are special: While you take care 
of London, the 4+ Squadron of your 40 2nd Wing will 
e placed under my direct orders. Our mission will 
be delicate: Parachute onto the Scowfe// 
factory, take it, and probably destroy 
it. 1 cannot emphasize enough how 
vital this mission is! Please send the 
necessary orders to the crews... 
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THE STRANGE ENCOUNTER 


Jean Van Hamme Ted Benoit 


Based on the characters ofp EDGAR P. JACOBS 


Blake and Mortimer head to the United 
THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER States to investigate the mysterious 


Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS 


circumstances surrounding the discovery 
of a 177-year-old body, which appears to 
have died very recently. The body is that of 
a Scottish major, Mortimer’s forebear, who 
was leading a British military expedition to 
the US in 1777, where he was swallowed 
up by a strange multi-coloured light-beam 
shining down from the sky. Blake and 
Mortimer fight men in black armed with 
green-laser guns and soldiers emerging 
from the past in order to save the Earth 
from complete obliteration. 


Jean Van Hamme is one of Belgium’s most successful contemporary 
novelists and comics writers. His most popular successes are 
“Thorgal” (illustrated by Rosinski), “Largo Winch” (illustrated by 
Francq), “Lady S.” (illustrated by Aymond) and "XIII" (illustrated 
by Vance). These series are translated and published in English by 
Cinebook. In 2005, he was appointed “Officier des Arts et des Lettres” 
by the French Minister of Culture. 


The artist Ted Benoit is a big admirer and supporter of the “clear line” 
graphic style instituted by Hergé and E. P. Jacobs. His work is 
described simply as a combination of extravagance, meticulousness 
and intelligence. For over 30 years, Ted Benoit has been creating work 
of surprisingly powerful simplicity, from the “Vers la Ligne Claire” 
collection in 1979 to the “Un Nouveau Monde” collection published in 
2006. 


Welcome to the United States, Professor Mortimer. 


TER GOING THROUGH PASSPORT CONTROL AND CLAIMING THEIR LUGGAGE, THE TWO FRIENDS | am Jimmy Te heng, De Kau ifman's BeHsanE: 


GET TO THE AIRPORT'S ARRIVAL HALL. AMONG THE CROWD WAITING FOR THE PASSENGERS | 
FROM LONDON, MORTIMER LOCATES AN ASIAN MAN HOLDING A SIGN WITH HIS NAME. A pleasure, Mr Teheng. And this is 
. L_ ' 7 my friend, Captain Francis Blake. 
ees : 7 , 


i eect, 


rr 


fi 


[eur BLAKE'S. PRESENCE SEEMS TO UPSET THE CHINESE-AMERICAN. THE TWO FRIENDS } A happy coincidence, 
— SAY THEIR Hy old fellow, if it me apprised of the rest of 


Ah... Doc... Doctor Kaufman didnt 


mention youd! have company... 


EYE ON OUR FRIENDS, ONE OF 
THE MEN HAS SLIPPED INTO A 
PHONE BOOTH AND DI/ALLED A 
MYSTERIOUS NUMBER. 
A certain Captain Blake is 
with him... He mentioned 


E 
the Devil! 

Blake Is here, Fron 
its because hes 
gotten wind of 
something. He must 
be eliminated. Here 
are my instructions. 


together. dear 


NT N GOODBYES... } allowed us to travel }\ your gd story, my 


ast 
; %) if p) | si Si 
3 A M. ; UNG 
: iS rut Qs 
(777 Pan Hl | a Y 
A aS 
.. UNAWARE THAT THEY ARE BEING OBSERVED BY TWO 
INDIVIDUALS WEARING STRANGE SUNGLASSES. 
oma ry 


This is the phone number of the hote/ where ——— 


my friends at the FB/ got me a reservation. 2 
Don't hesitate to call if you need me, old boy. 
id give my best to the Martians. t 


Oh, no! Enough flying for BUT AS THE SINO-AMERICAN LEADS 
me! lal rather drive there. MORTIMER TOWARDS THE DOMESTIC 
FLIGHT GATES, A STENTORIAN VOICE 


/ suppose you That way I! get to enjo 
wil] Pe pie to i the ponace tate 2 hike STOPS THEM IN THEIR TRACKS. 
Washington? day, Mi gq ‘cheng! a 
SN Ha — i u ome on, Professor, 
ol ey | J we have just enough 


time to catch the 
flight to Topeka... 


THE STRANGE ENCOUNTER 


Edgard Félix Pierre Jacobs (1904-1987), better known under his 
pen name Edgar P. Jacobs, was a comic book creator (writer and 
artist), born in Brussels, Belgium. It has been said of Jacobs that 
he didn’t remember a time when he hadn’t drawn. 


Jacobs assisted fellow Belgian Hergé (Georges Prosper Remi) in 
the recasting of Hergé’s Tintin in the Congo, Tintin in 
America, King Ottokar’s Sceptre and The Blue Lotus for book 
publication. He also contributed directly to both the drawing and 
storylines for the Tintin double-albums The Secret of the 
Unicorn/Red Rackham’s Treasure and The Seven Crystal 
Balls/Prisoners of the Sun. 


When the comics magazine Tintin was launched on 26" September 
1946, it included Jacobs’ story Le secret de l’Espadon (The 
Secret of the Swordfish). This story would be the first in the 
Blake and Mortimer series. 


The characters of Captain Francis Blake, dashing head of MIS, his 
friend Professor Philip Mortimer, a nuclear physicist, and their 
sworn enemy Colonel Olrik became legendary heroes of the 9" art 
in the long-running series. 


After Jacobs’ death in 1987, Bob de Moor completed his unfinished 
last story. In the mid-1990s, the series was continued by the Jacobs 
Studios with two teams of writers and artists: Van Hamme/Benoit 
and Sente/Juillard. 
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